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All About Scholarships

DISCUSSION POINTS

What is a scholarship?

Types of scholarships

How do you find scholarships?

5 Golden Rules for Scholarship Applications

What do you put in a scholarship essay?

Scholarship essay tips & tricks



MONEY FOR  COLLEGE

DOESN ' T  HAVE  TO BE  PA ID  BACK  (MOSTLY )

CR I T ICAL  FOR  UN IVERS I TY  STUD IES

What are scholarships? 
Why are they important?
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NEED-BASED

Based on financial

need, including

personal circumstances

MER I T -BASED

Based on achievements,

grades, test scores

ATHLET IC

Offered by each school

or university--very

competitive, try-outs

I NST I TUT IONAL*

Offered by each specific

school or university, but

you must APPLY EARLY
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RECURR ING

Can be renewed if you

meet requirements

ONE-T IME

Provides temporary

funding

NAT IONAL

Offered to people

across the country

LOCAL*

Offered to people in

your community



How do you
find good

scholarships?

ORS WEBS I TE  &  

UB/UBMS STAFF

 

SCHOOL  COUNSELORS

& SCHOOL  WEBS I TE

 

EXTRACURR ICULAR

ACT IV I T I ES  &  CLUBS

 

PARENTS '

WORKPLACES

 

ONL INE  SEARCH

But be careful!



5 Golden
Rules

Apply for "small"

scholarships too

Read eligibility carefully

Keep a checklist for

required documents

Type or write legibly

Do not leave any parts of

your application blank



Scholarship
Essays

No one wants to write them. Take advantage

of the opportunity, and write them anyway.
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s BACKGROUND &  INFLUENCES
Describe your childhood/Write your personal history

Who has had the most impact on you in your life?

CURRENT  EVENTS  &  SOCIAL  ISSUES
What is your opinion about gun control in the U.S.?

What do you think is the most difficult problem facing youth today?

PERSONAL  ACH IEVEMENTS
Describe a time you worked hard to achieve a goal.

What is your greatest accomplishment?

F INANCIAL  NEED
Why do you need this scholarship?

Describe your financial need.

ACADEMIC  INTERESTS  &  FUTURE  PLANS
What are your career goals? 

What are your educational goals?



BASIC SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY FORMAT

WHO ARE  

YOU?

Describe yourself

 and SELL YOUR STORY

How to talk about yourself without being awkward

WHERE  HAVE

YOU BEEN?

Explain your achievements,

hardships, and experiences.

WHERE  ARE  

YOU GOING?

Tell about your academic

and career goals.
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SHOW, DON'T TELL

A.) My family does not have a lot of money.

 

B.) My family does not have a lot of money. I work at the local Wal-Mart

most evenings and do my homework on the bus ride home or after work.

 

C.) My family does not have a lot of money. We work together on a

schedule so I can earn money for college and stay on top of my school

work. Most weekdays after school, I attend one of my club meetings

then catch the late bus home. I usually finish my math homework on the

ride. My dad takes me to work. The fifteen-minute drive gets me to Wal-

Mart in time to punch in for the 6 pm to closing shift. I'm home again by

9:30 pm, in time to watch thirty minutes of ESPN before going to bed.
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HAVE AN INTERESTING INTRO

A.) Why is volunteering important to me? Volunteering is important to

me because I like to help people.

 

B.) I volunteer with our local library helping adults learn to read. I did

not decide to do this because studies report that 21% of adults (over 40

million) in this country are functionally illiterate. I didn't decide to do

this because 70% of people with reading deficiencies have no job or

only a part-time job. My reason for becoming a literacy volunteer was

much simpler. My Dad can't read.
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END WITH AN INSPIRING CONCLUSION

A.) As you can see, my parents are what have inspired me to become a

nurse.

 

B.) My parents may never get good healthcare where we live in rural

Texas. But through their struggle, I have learned I want to help provide

healthcare to others by becoming a nurse and starting clinics in rural

areas. 



Questionnaire = $tipend

bit.ly/orsscholarshipmoney

Conclusion


