
Basic Math

Google Sheets can easily compute
basic math problems by using the
standard operators for formulas.

All formulas must begin with an
equals sign (=)

You can also use cell references to create formulas.

Formulas can include a combination of a cell reference and a
number.



Basic Math

You are going on the road trip of a life-time across the United
States! Before you head off, you have to be sure that you have
plenty of road trip snacks for your first week on the road! For this
activity, you will be using spreadsheets to calculate important
budget information for your trip.

1. Open a Google Sheet and type in the following information-

2. Merge cells A1:D1

3. Fill the merged cell with an orange background

4. Make the title “Road Trip Snacks” Bold, Font Size 12, center
aligned

5. Type “Budget” in cell A2



6. Bold the headings in cells A4:D4

7. Fill in information for columns A, B, & C ONLY
● You determine the snacks, estimate the price, and

decide how many of each item you want.
● Make sure all data fits. You may need to adjust the size

of your columns.
● Example-

8. Starting in cell D5, calculate your cost for each snack by
multiplying the price * quantity.

9. Complete this for the rest of column D.



10. In cell B2 type “$30”

11. Create a formula that will add the total cost of all snacks.

12. When asked to Auto Fill, select NO

** Why would we not want to use this tool?

13. Calculate your leftover expenses by selecting your Budget
of $30 (B2) - your Total Cost (G4)

** Were you over or under budget?



14. To calculate the % Spent, take the Total Cost and divide
by your Budget

15. Click on the % sign to change the decimal to a percent

16. Change the value in B2 from “$30” to “$40”. What
happened?

17. Update the data in your spreadsheet to get as close to the
$40 budget as possible. This can be done by updating
quantities or eliminating items.


